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medical practice. But if he was right in so much, he was less
fortunate in the interpretation he chose to put on our riddle,
having imagined that our real scope must be to buy horses for
some government, of which we must be the agents; a conjecture
which had 'certainly the merit of plausibility. However, TTelal
had, I believe, no doubt on the matter, and had already deter-
mined to treat us well in the horse business, and to let us have
a good bargain, as it shortly appeared.

Accordingly he began a series of questions and cross-questions,
all in a jocose way, but so that the very drift of his inquiries
soon allowed us to perceive what he really esteemed us. We,
following our previous resolution, stuck to medicine, a family
in want, hopes of good success under the royal patronage, and
much of the same tenor. But Telal was not so easily to be
blinkered, and kept to his first judgment. Meanwhile we passed
down the street, lined with starers at the king and us, and at
last arrived at the outer door of a large house near the farther
end of the Soofe or market-place; it belonged to Hasan, the
merchant from Meshid 'Alee.

Three of the retinue stationed themselves by way of guard at
the street door, sword in hand. The rest entered with the king
and ourselves; we traversed the courtyard, where the remainder
of the armed men took position, while we went on to the
IC/hawah. It was small, but well furnished and carpeted. Here
Telal placed us amicably by his side in the highest place; his
brother Mohammed and five or six others were admitted, and
seated themselves each according to his rank, while Hasan,
being master of the house, did the honours.

Coffee was brought and pipes lighted. Meantime Ebn-
Rasheed renewed his interrogatory, skilfully throwing out side
remarks, now on the government of Syria, now on that of Egypt,
then en the Bedouins to the north of Djowf, or on the tribes of
tjejaz or the banks of Euphrates, thus to gain light whence and
to what end w<* had in fact come. Next he questioned us on
medicine, perhaps to discover whether we had the right pro-
fessional tone; then on horses, about which same noble animals
we affected an ignorance unnatural and very unpardonable in an
Englishman; but for which I hope afterwards to make amends
to my readers. All was in vain; and after a full hour our
noble friend had only managed by his cleverness to get himself